[Gastro-duodenal ulcers with pregnancy. Condition of shock in labour due to intestinal haemorrhage from an ulcer (author's transl)].
We present the case of a multiparous woman of 32 years of age who, at term after a more or less normal pregnancy, went into severe shock in labour. The patient in this case was very difficult to diagnose. Her life was only saved after massive blood transfusions and after delivering a fresh stillborn infant. It was not a case of uterine rupture nor of retro-placental haemorrhage. The site of origin of the hypovolaemic shock was intestinal. The patient had an ulcer of the pylorus which was diagnosed after fibroscopy. Some authors state that it appears that the few ulcers that have been diagnosed before pregnancy go into remission during pregnancy. All the same it would appear that sometimes very serious complicated ulcers which have to be treated with great respect do occur, especially in toxaemic patients at the end of pregnancy, and these carry with them a significant mortality both for the mother and the fetus. Although medical treatment (resuscitation) is essential, surgery should be resorted to if necessary because it may save the mother and sometimes the infant and so improve the prognosis of complicated ulcers occurring in pregnancy.